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Cap'tain William Young Warren Ripley was the- first man in Vermont to 
volunteer officially for the Union Army. His speech in the old Rutland Town Hall 
on Main Street inspired the Rutland Light Guards to volunteer as Company K of 
the 1st Regiment of Vermont Volunteers in the Civil War in May, 1861. The 
Rutland Light Guards had been organized as a unit of the state uniformed militia 
on November 13, 1858. In 1859 Ripley became Captain of the Rutland Light Guards. 
He later rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the First United States Sharp­
shooters . 
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TilE RlJTI.A:-:D LIGHT GU;\RDS was orglln­
ize<1 by Gen. l". W. Hopkins. under special 
onler from the Commander-in-Chief, on the 
13th November, 1858. 

The company then numbered about sixty­
five melD bel's, consisting of young men of 
sueh character and standing. and of such zeal 
and energy. as the most favorable aus­
pices for future permanency and success. 
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COlfMISRIONl':D OFFICERS. 

CAPT. II. JIENRY llAX'fER., 
1st I.IElJl'. WM. Y. W. RIPLEY, 
2d LTBU·f. IRA O. FOSTER, 
3d LTEu·r. OYREL OARI'EXP};R 

DIR};CTORS. 

liON. SOLO}fON :E'OOT, 
CAPT. H. H. llAXTEIt, 
GEN. I8AAO ::ITcDAXIEI.8. 

COlDTlTTEE OX IlY-LAWS. 

GEN. ·P. W. HOPKINS. 
OAl'T. H. H. BAX'f'tiI!. 
GEN. ISAAC JlIcDANlELS. 
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XON-COltMISSJONED OFFICERS 

l;t SERGT. ISAAC hI<DANIE1.S, 
2d SERGT. (1 EORGE 'I'. ROBERTS, 
3d BERGT. JAMES ~L PUTNA~I. 
4thSEIWT. LYldA,.'I[ E. ROYS. 

lRt CORPORAL OSCAR G. MOWER, 
2d COHPOIUL L. G. KINGSI,EY, 
3J CORPORAL W1<1. II. II. GOULD, 
4th CORPORAL JOHN B. KILBlm:s, 

GEORGE E. GRAVES, Clerk. 
MARK S. RICHARDSON, Treasurer. 

OREL COOK, JR., Surgeon. 
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MEMBEBS OF TDE BtrTLlND LIGHT GtrIBDS. 

Allen, A. n. 
Baxter, R. Henry 
Bennett, WID. H. 
Billings, llenj. Jr. 
Billings, J. D. 
Brackett, .J. D. F. 
Bradford, H. J. 
Carpenter, Cyrel 
Chaffee, Frederick 
Cluff, 8. F'. 
Collins, I. N. 
Cuttiug, Wm. \V. 
Douglass, H. B. 
Dnnklee, George 
Edgerton, W rn. G. 
FEnn, Francis 
}'2rnharn, Clmrles 
1·\ ster, Ira C. 
G, ddMd, .T oseI'll 
Gcouno. \Ym. A. 
Gmld, \V111. H. H. 
Gr'lves, GeOl'ge E. 
Green, Nahum J. 
H:.rlow, n. 
Hills, }'mllk C. 
HUs, C. P. 
He ward, Judson N. 
H!we, C. E. 
Je,llless, Samuel D. 
Kilgsley, L. D. 
Ki 19s1ey, Robert 
Khgsley, M. P. 
Ki·bum John B. 

Kinne, L. D, 
Landon, \Valter C. 
Litchfield, Wm. W. 
Lyon, Thomas 
lI1cDmdels, Isaac Gen. 
McClure, David G. 
Marrs, Thomas 
Morehouse, R. D. 

Piper, 1. R. 

Monlthrop, Robert 
Mower, G('orge C. 
.Mower, Oscar G. 
Nichols, \Ym. 1'. 

Thomas J. 
Albert 

}'attersou, C. B. 

Putnaill, James M. 

Ricllardsoll. Mark S. 

Hiehard,oll, C. }'. 

Hipley, Wm. Y. 'loY. 

Hoberts, George T. 

Roys, Lyman 

Staley, S. G. 

Thomp~ou, Wm. B. 

Thrall, Wm. B. 

Todd. Orin 

'I'umer, ~f. C. 

Tower, Bradley 

Weeueu, S. B. 

Willard, L R. 

Williams, Moses 

\Villiams, Samuel 

W Ylllan, J. R. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 
from the 

MILITIA LAWS 

Article 1. Each uniform corps shall annually elect three directors of such corps, 
who may contract and be contracted with, and may hold, purchase, and convey, 
for the benefit of the corps, such estate, real or personal, as may be necessary for 
the use of the corps. 

Art. 2. It shall be the duty of the directors to take charge of, and safely preserve, 
and keep in good order and repair, the arms, instruments, and munitions of war, 
belonging to the state, which may be entrusted to the corps; and for this purpose 
they may purchase or provide a suitable armory, and take charge of the same: 
and they shall take charge and have a general supervision of all the property 
belonging to the corps. And for defraying the expenses of such armory and other 
necessary matters, they may raise and collect such taxes as the majority of the 
corps shall by vote direct, at any regular meeting warned for that purpose. 

Art. 3. The directors may, when authorized by such vote of the corps, purchase 
the necessary uniforms and equipments for the whole number, at their own ex­
pense, and may annually lease the same to the several members thereof for such 
annual rent as shall be reasonable or just; or when authorized by the corps to pur­
chase uniforms and equipments for individual members, they shall have power to 
collect payment for the same from each member thereof: or such corps shall pro­
cure such uniform and equipments in such other way as they shall by vote direct. 

Art. 4. All the property of the state in the care of the corps shall be kept at a 
general depot, and no member shall be permitted to take away any article 
therefrom, unless by permission of the captain, and then only to be used on 
military occasions, under a penalty of five dollars. 

Art. 5. The captain shall preside at all meetings for the transaction of business, 
preserve order, appoint all committees, call extra meetings, inflict penalties pro­
vided by the by-laws, and see that the laws are carried into effect. He shall have 
no vote on any question coming before the corps, except in case of an equal divi­
sion, when his vote shall decide. In his absence the oldest officer present shall ex­
ercise his duty. 

Art. 6. Each corps shall annually elect a treasurer, who shall receive from the 
Justice before whom fines are collected, all moneys for fines recovered from the 
members of the corps, giving his receipt therefor, and all other moneys belonging 
to the corps, and shall payout the same on orders drawn on him by the auditor; 
and shall keep a book of accounts, in which he shall charge himself with all 
moneys received, from whatever source, and credit himself with all moneys paid 
out on such orders; and shall payout no money except on such orders; and shall 
render an account to the corps once in each year. 

Art. 7. Each corps shall annually elect an auditor, who shall audit all accounts 
of the directors and others, and shall draw his order on the treasurer for the pay­
ment of such account, or such parts thereof as he shall allow. He shall keep an ac­
curate account of all orders drawn by him, and all accounts on file as his 
vouchers, and shall exhibit the same to the corps annually. 

Art. 8. All moneys in the treasury of each corps, whether collected from fines or 
from whatever source, shall be appropriated to the purchase of ar­
mories,uniforms, equipments, tents, musical instruments, repairing and clean­
ing arms, or any other purpose not inconsistent with this act and military usage, 
to which they shall, by their vote or by-laws, apply the same. 

Art. 9. The clerk shall receive out of any funds of the corps five dollars annually 
as a compensation for keeping the records, rolls, and issuing orders and making 
returns, and for other services which may be required by this act. 

Art. 10. All notifications for drills, meetings and other purposes, shall be given 
by publication thereof, signed by the clerk, in some newspaper, circulating within 
the corps; and if there be no such paper, then such notification shall be given as 
provided for other companies in this act, unless otherwise provided for by the by­
laws of such corps. 
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Art. 11. Each corps shall parade for instruction and drill, and shall hold such 
other meetings for improvement and business, in addition to the times prescribed 
in this act, as they shall by their vote or by-laws direct. 

Art. 12. The treasurer of each corps shall give bonds to the captain, with one or 
more sureties, in the sum of five hundred dollars. 

BY-LAWS 
and 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 


Article 1. This Company shall be known and designated The Rutland Light 
Guards. 

Art. 2. Any person may be admitted a member of the company by a vote of two­
thirds of the members present, on signing the Rules and Regulations, provided he 
be proposed by the committee of examination, hereinafter provided. 

Art. 3. There shall be chosen annually, in the month of December, a committee 
of three to be called a committee of examination, whose duty it shall be to inquire 
into the character of every applicant for admission into the company; and if such 
applicant shall be found to be suitable, they shall propose him to the company for 
admission. 

Art. 4. To enforce the principles of subordination, at all meetings of the com­
pany, the senior officer present shall preside, and strict obedience shall be paid to 
his commands, both in debate and in military maneuvers, and the members of the 
company pledge themselves to support their officers in the discharge of their 
duties on all occasions, and to discountenance all improper conduct, and insubor­
dination that may be discovered towards any of them. 

Art. 5. The Orderly Sergeant shall attend every meeting of the company, and 
shall parade them, call the roll, or receive the reports of the sergeants and cor­
porals under him, unless otherwise ordered. He shall prepare all new members 
for the ranks, by teaching them the steps, facings wheelings and the manual exer­
cise, calling in aid such Sergeants and Corporals as he may deem necessary; 
unless a competent instructor be otherwise provided for that purpose. He shall 
also keep an orderly book with a roll of the names of the members. 

Art. 6. It shall be the duty of the clerk to keep a record of the proceedings of the 
company, all orders issued, and notify all meetings as required by law. He shall 
collect all moneys due to the company, from whatever source, and pay over to the 
treasurer once a month, and keep an account of the same. He shall, at the first 
regular meeting in each month, report an account of all moneys received, and all 
that are in arrears at that time. 

Art. 7. The Treasurer shall discharge all the duties required of him by the Rules 
and Regulations provided by statute. He shall give bonds in the sum of two hun­
dred dollars, and shall render an account once a month, at the first monthly 
meeting. 

Art. 8. If any member shall be found intoxicated, with the uniform of the com­
pany on him, the Captain shall take immediate measures for his discharge. 

Art. 9. It shall be the duty of the Lieutenants to examine the uniforms and 
equipments of the soldiers, whenever called together for military duty, and if any 
member be found deficient in any article, he shall pay a fine of twenty-five cents 
for each article. 

Art. 10. The members shall pay such assessments, at such times and in such 
sums as they shall by vote provide, for the expenses and for the benefit of the com­
pany. 

Art. 11. Any member may be discharged by a vote of the company, provided, 
every debt he may owe the company be paid, and not otherwise, unless the com­
pany shall cancel such debt. 

Art. 12. If any member be guilty of any disorderly conduct while on duty, he 
may be dismissed from the company by a vote of a majority present at any 
regular meeting. 
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Art. 13. Any member who shall absent himself from any two success ive 
meetings, for drill or any other business , shall pay a fine of twenty-five cents, 
wbich fine shall in no case be remitted. 

If he neglect to attend on public parade days, he shall pay a fine of one dollar, if 
not until after roll-call, fifty cents . 

If he sball retire from a private meeting, without leave of the presiding officer, 
he shall pay a fine of fifty cents. 

If any member shall leave town, to be absent one week or more, without obtain­
ing a furlough from the officer commanding, and notifying the clerk thereof, he 
shall pay all assessments and fines accruing during his absence. 

If he shall remove his residence without notifying the clerk, he shall pay a fine 
of twenty-five cents. 

Art. 14. Any deceased member shall be buried with military honors, unless it be 
contrary to the wishes of his friends; and anyone who shall neglect to attend on 
such an occasion , shall pay three dollars , unless a satisfactory excuse be 
rendered within ten days after. 

Art . 15. The Orderly Sergeant shall examine the company's books and accounts 
and settle with the Clerk and Treasurer , and report thereon at the first meetings 
in June and December, annually. 

Art. 16. Each section shall meet, during the winter months, one evening in each 
week; and the regular meetings of the company shall be on the first Monday of 
each month, at such time and place as shall be designated by vote . 

Art. 17. Each member pledges himself to uniform and equip himself in such 
manner as shall be designated by a vote of the company. 

Art. 18. These Rules and Regulations shall be published in pamphlet form, and 
distributed to each member; shall be recorded in the Orderly Book and signed by 
each member. and may be amended by a vote o( two-thirds present at any regular 
meeting, notice thereof being given at a regular meeting previous. 

The Franklin House was one of the leading taverns in Rutland. Located on the 
site of the Munn Tavern of the late eighteenth century, it was kept by HeIlI'Y Gould 
in the early nineteenth century. In 1829 Nathaniel Gould, brother of Henry, refit ­
ted the building and renamed it the Franklin House. The building had numerous 
oper ators until its destruction by fire on April 3, 1868. 
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Captain Walter C. Landon , First Lieutenant Stephen G. Staley , and Second 
Lieutenant Edgar M. Rounds recruited Company K of the 12th Regiment of Ver­
mont Volunteers, which was mustered into ac tive duty on October 4,1862. The of­
ficers had been non-commissioned officers in the Rutland Light Guards that had 
been mustered for three months as Company K of the 1st Vermont Regim ent of 
Volunteers in 1861. Most of the men in this new company, recruited for nine mon­
ths , were from Rutland, but fe w had been members of the original Company K. 
This unit a ided in the r epulse of Confederate General J. E. B. Stuart's raid at 
F airfax Courthouse, Virginia , on Decem ber 28, 1862. 
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THE FIRST VETERANS 
The Rutland Light Guards - Their Organization - Who Composed it - A 

Splendid Record. 

This company was organized Nov. 13th, 1858. The first meeting at which the for­
mation of the company dated from, was held Sept. 11th the same year, that also 
being the date of the declaration which was signed by the members, but after the 
signature it was necessary for authority from the commander in chief to organize 
and elect officers. The adjutant general at that time was Geo. B. Kellogg, and 
Gen. F. W. Hopkins was directed to cause the enrollment and preside at the elec­
tion of officers which he did Nov. 13. There were sixty-three names enrolled and 
the following persons elected officers: captain, H. H. Baxter; 1st Lieut. W. Y. W. 
Ripley; 2d Lieut., Ira C. Foster; 3d Lieut., Cyril Carpenter. At that· time it was 
necessary; to have directors of the company, and usually they were not all 
members of the company. The following were elected: Hon. Solomon Foot, H. H. 
Baxter and Isaac McDaniels. At the next meeting the following non­
commissioned officers were appointed by Capt. Baxter: 1st sergeant, Isaac 
McDaniels; 2d, Geo. T. Roberts; 3d, J. M. Putnam; 4th, L. E. Royce; 1st corporal, 
O. G. Mower; 2d, L. G. Kingsley; 3d, W. H. H. Gould; 4th, J. B. Kilburn. The 
selectmen allowed the company the use of the town hall, and General Hopkins 
kindly consented to drill the company, but Captain Brush was soon employed to 
do the drilling. Within three months fifteen new recruits were taken. About this 
time the question of a uniform came up. The officers subscribed $250 towards it, 
23 men purchased a uniform out and out, and 31 paid one-half the price of a 
uniform. The Rutland and Burlington R. R. gave $100, and 42 citizens gave $500 
more. Afterwards Captain Baxter gave $100 more and $213 to pay the entire bill 
was made up later. The uniform was gray, trimmed with red and gilt. For the sup­
port of the company each member was taxed, but as some had more cash than 
others, or were better able to pay, the company was divided into two classes: No. 
1 to be assessed $2.75 and class No.2, $1.50 per annum. On Nov. 7,1859, Captain 
Baxter resigned on account of his election to the office of Adj't General of the 
State. and lieutenant Foster on account of poor health. W. Y. W. Ripley was 
unanimously elected captain; G. T.Roberts, 1st lieutenant; L. E. Royce 2d lieute­
nant, and L. G. Kingsley 3d lieutenant. On November 19th, pursuant to arrange­
ment the company had a target shoot, during a hard rain, at the fair grounds, J. 
B. Kilburn winning the gold medal, which he was to hold for one year and which 
was then to be put up again. After the target practice, at which 39 competed, the 
company had a dinner at the Franklin house. Senator Foot was present and made 
a speech, as also did major Howard and captain Ripley. On February 6th, L. G. 
Kingsley was elected 2nd lieutenant, vice Royce reSigned, and J. B. Kilburn 3d 
lieutenant, vice Kingsley promoted. In March captain Ripley notified the com­
pany "that they were very much in need of a bass drum," and they purchased 
one, although the records do not say what it was needed for, unless to take the 
place of cannon. Under date of May 8th we find the following singular record, 
"-"who had been discharged "refused to return his uniform, the reason said to 
be given by him for not returning it is that he was not of age when he enlisted into 
the company and was not legally holden to the agreement signed by him. (In 
justice to the memory of Mr. - we will add that his name is down among those 
who paid in full for one uniform, and that afterwards the uniform was returned. 
Later Mr.- was distinguished in the union cause - Ed.) May 17, '60, the Co. 
buried with military honors their first comrade, S. R. Weeden. July 4, 1860, the 
company visited Troy with 64 men. The company were the guests of the citizens' 
corps and of General Wool. They marched to his residence, and each man was in­
troduced to the general, after which they partook of refreshments on the veranda 
of his house. Those who went can explain more about that. The charge of the 
railroad was $100 and of the band $2 per man. On the 16th of August following the 
company helped celebrate at Bennington the anniversary of the battle of Benn­
ington. A characteristic resolution we copy for the benefit of the present organiza­
tion: 
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