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Antique Trucks 
By David G. Zsido" 

The Early Trucks 
At the turn of the century horse-drawn wagons were still a common sight in the 

Rutland area. However, that period also marked the beginning of the era of 
motorized trucks in America. It was the beginning of a technology, which has 
resulted in the national dependence on the motorized freight carriers that have 
been operating for over one-half of a century. 

To a large extent the very early trucks greatly resem bled the horse-drawit 
wagons, which they were replacing. In fact, some of these early trucks became 
know as "high wheelers". This transposition became apparent in Rutland, as the 
Rutland Railway Light & Power Company's horse and wagon shown on the cover, 
was eventually replaced with a high wheeled truck. The two photographs show 
the power company's crews with that truck in 1912 and then in 1913. The truck is a 
Little Giant. It was powered by a 20 horsepower motor. 

The truck shows the characteristic features of early truck design: a small 
engine compartment located under the seat, large wooden spoke wheels capped 
with solid rubber, a fully exposed cab, and generally the physical appearance of a 
wagon. Although not visible in the photograph, it was probably driven by chains. 

The first truck manufactured in America was probably developed around 1899. 
Many truck manufacturers came into existence between 1899 and 1905. Several of 
these manufacturers remain as common names today even though some have 
undergone reorganization, and some have gone out of business entirely. These 
truck manufacturers include the Autocar, White, Mack, GMC, Reo, Studebaker, 
and Ford. At one point, prior to 1915, there were over 4.50 manufacturers of trucks 
in the United States. It wasn't until 1917 that pneumatic tires were developed for 
use on the large trucks. 

"C" Cab Style 
During the mid-teens to mid-twenties the "C" cab style became popular with 

many truck manufacturers. A greater emphasis was seemingly directed toward 
the operator's comfort. Many of the early "C" cabs afforded nothing more than 
an overhead cover, as they were fully open to the front and sides. Eventually, 
windshields and doors large enough to close-in the cab were installed. 

Around 1919 the Vermont Marble Company acquired an "AC" Mack Bulldog 
dump truck. The 1919 postcard of that truck typifies the open "C" cab configura­
tion. While far more comfort was built into this style than the "high wheelers", it 
still had its drawbacks. Trucks of that vintage, while affording a great deal of 
adventure, still left much to be desired. Jack Grace recalls operating that par­
ticular truck. 

~Author David G. Zsido was born in Proctor, Vermont. He is a graduate of Mount 
Saint Joseph Academy and Norwich University. He is employed by the Central 
Vermont Public Service as director of property taxes and risk management. Mr. 
Zsido is a member of the Rutland Historical Society and a past secretary of the 
board. 
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Rutland Railway Light & Power Company, 8 August 1912. From left: Ed Tier­
nan (driver), Sim Caton, Charles Mumford, Walter Weinle, Abe Weinle, Henry 
Thornton, unidentified, Harry SouJia, unidentified, Hugh Parry, Bill Hogan, Bill 
Murphy and Dan Bruten 

Rutland Railway Light & Power Company, "Little Truck", 1913. Crew from 
left: Walter Hack, unidentified, Walter Carrigan, Frank Suillivan, Ed Kelley 
(driver), Roxy Fox, and Pat Hannon 
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ONE OF THE FIRST VERMONT MACK TRUCKS 

Jack Grace of West Woodstock, Vermont, can lay claim to a distinction, which 
could nearly be impossible for anyone to refute. He believes that he is, if not the 
first operator of a Mack Truck in Vermont, at least one of the first. To support him 
with his claim, Jack has a picture postcard taken of him in 1919 with an AC 
Bulldog Mack dump truck in the village of Proctor, Vermont. 

Back in those days Jack was employed by the Vermont Marble Company, 
which owned the truck. He recalls that the company bought him a bus ticket to 
Albany, New York, where the truck was purchased (possibly Albany Mack, Inc.). 
The Marble Company also gave him a check to close the deal. So, he traveled to 
Albany, acquired the truck, and drove it back to Proctor. Jack was 19 years old at 
the time. He went on to operate the truck for a number of years. Ultimately, he 
did other work for the Marble Company and lost track of the Mack. 

However, during the years that he operated the truck, Jack had experienced 
more situations and has retained more memories than you might expect. Prin­
cipally, he hauled sand and gravel for the Marble Company's use. The marble in­
dustry was the principal industrial mainstay of the Vermont economy in those 
days. The truck circulated throughout the Marble Company's operating locations, 
hauling its payload, from Proctor to Center Rutland to West Rutland to Mid­
dlebury. 

Jack would average about six or seven loads a day when he hauled gravel from 
the Center Rutland pit to Proctor some five miles away. As he pointed out, "There 
wasn't a power shovel in those days. When I pulled into the pit, a gang of workers 
would load the dump body with hand shovels." This being a time-consuming ef­
fort, on many occasions Jack would have to pitch in and help with the shoveling. 
Then he would hop back into the cab and head for Proctor with the old Mack "do­
ing at least 25 mph easily". 

On another occasion, Jack was headed from Middlebury back to the Proctor 
area. Some town officials refused to let him cross a bridge over a river. So he 
swung the Mack down the bank and began to ford the river. "About halfway 
across, the chain on one side broke," he recalled. Being late in the day, he had to 
leave the Mack in the river overnight. The next day Jack stripped" down to his 
shorts" and sat in the river "mending the chain". 

"I could tell you many stories ... many you may not want to hear," he continued. 
Jack is a remarkable individual, who is approaching his 87th birthday. He was 
born on 11 March 1900, in the small village of Salisbury, Vermont. He is a veteran 
of World War 1. In addition to working for the Marble Company for many years, 
he also served as a police officer in Rutland for a period of time. He retired from 
the Vermont State Liquor Department in 1963. However, Jack has been kept busy 
maintaining his home and two acres of land in West Woodstock. He also does 
caretaking for some other property owners. 

On 29 September 1984, that 1919 photographic postcard setting was restaged 
with Jack. The endeavor was coordinated by Allen Buswell of the Green Mountain 
Heavy Haulers Chapter of the American Truck Historical Society. It was also 
made possible by Ed Fabian's Heavy Hauling and the Vermont Marble Company. 
Ed and Linda Fabian supplied a 1982 R Model Mack Tractor Trailer. The Ver­
mont Marble Company provided a 20-ton plus, block of Danby white marble. The 
Mack with its marble ayload was parked on the exact spot where its ancestor, 
the Bulldog dump, een photographed over 65 years prior. Jack hopped onto 
the running board to pose with the more contemporary Mack in commemorating 
this significant anniversary. 
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Jack Grace 

Jack Grace on the runni ng board of the Bulldog... west of the Marble Bridge in 
Proctor, 1919. This Mack was registered in 1919 as a 40 horse-power truck with a 
serial number of 580-91D. The faded registration number was 21123. 

As Jack looked around the once familiar setting, he saw a marble block founda­
tion enshrouded with brush and trees . "That's where Ackley's Store was," he 
pointed out. "The last tim e I was here , I had stepped on a nail. I went over to the 
store for a piece of salt pork and a bandage for the puncture," he recalled. 

As he pulled his corn cob pipe from his jacket pocket, Jack remarked, " You 
know, I don't feel over sixty, but after driving that Bulldog, which would shake the 
heck out of you, I often thought that by being so rattled, I'd begin to squeak when 
I'd walk." To meet Jack, you would have to agree it is hard to believe that he was 
almost 85 at the time . 

So, with the photographs having been taken and the anniversary justly com­
memorated, Jack climbed into the co-pilot's seat of Fabian's R Model Mack. Ed 
fired up the diesel, and the Mack pulled over the slight incline, headed for the 
marble yard to deliver the block of Vermont marble. The operator of one of the 
first Vermont Mack Trucks was once again in the cab of a Mack, delivering 
material for the Vermont Marble Company, 65 years after he had done so for the 
first time. 
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D. ZSido 

Jack Grace poses with a newer Mack truck... 29 September 1984. 

Off·Road Construction Trucks 

P erhaps a notewor thy exam ple of off-road construction trucks was the Linn 
truck. Named afte r its developer , Holman H. Linn of Morris , New York, the first 
Linn truck wa s produced in 1917 . It was unmistakably unique in appearance with 
a distinctive cab design, in addition to the fact tha t it was tra ck driven. The trac­
tion provided by the rear tracks m ade these trucks ideally suited for use in dif­
ficult terrain and during snow conditions. 

When the Rutland Railway Light & P ower Comp any was rebuilding the head­
wall of the Chittenden Dam , a pair of Linn trucks was used to haul earth for the 
project. The photograph, taken on 6 Decem ber 1928, shows the two Linns working 
in conj unc tion with a bulldozer . It is unlikely tha t m any Linn were seen operating 
in the Rutland area, since during the approximate 35-year history of the Linn 
truck manufacturing, only a tota l of about 2500 units were produced. 

Moreover, according to rec ords fro m the Linn factory, a 1936 report indicated 
that through that date, only 12 trucks had been sold to owners in Vermont. Of the 
12 trucks, four were sold to com panies within the original charter of Rutland. The 
Vermont Marble Company in P roctor had two Linns: the first , serial number 681, 
a 25-D model ; the second, serial Dum ber 1211, a 6-28-D model. The Clarendon Mar­
ble Company of West Rutland had a 6-26-E model with a serial number 1108. 
Finally, the Sandrex Engineering Company of Rutland owned Linn num ber 1457, 
which was a 6-28-D model. 
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A Linn truck is teamed up with a McCormick-Deering bulldozer in pulling a 
tractor trailer up a steep grade at Grandpa 's Knob where the Central Vermont 
Public Service Corporation was building a wind-powered generating facility. 
Photograph made 29 March 1941. 

J.D . Graham (C.V.PS.l 

Pair ofLinn trucks hauling dirt at Chittenden Dam, 8 December 1928. 
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