
 

 

 

Rutland Historical Society Quarterly  

Volume XIX No. 1 

Vermont War Convention - 1917  

 This article recounts the Vermont War Convention, held in 1917 at the Shrine Theater in 

Rutland, Vermont.  This particular account was written in 1925 in an Issue of “The Vermonter” 

by Charles Cummings.  When the convention took place, the theater was so full that roughly 300 

people were left standing.  The convention gathered numerous professors and politicians, 

including representatives from Japan, Italy, France, Great Britain, and the United States.  Each of 

these representatives took turns stating the extent of their country’s involvement in World War I, 

as well as their reasons for involvement.   

 

Rutland Historical Society Quarterly  

Volume XXVII No. 2 

An Incident At Velletri: On the Road To Rome - 1944 -  

 In this quarterly, Frederic Elwert writes a letter back home to his Father-in-Law, 

“Daddy,” telling him about his first experiences in combat with the Germans.  The letter was 

written on July 1, 1944, in the midst of World War II.  Frederic was a second lieutenant in charge 

of a platoon of three mortars and two machine guns.  When this took place, he was on a mission 

as a mortar observer.  This letter details his "baptism by fire" in a light-hearted manner, while 

keeping the facts as clear as possible.  Included in the quarterly are two small maps of the area. 

There are also numerous pictures taken with his camera during the war. 

 

 

 

 

 




